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Next stop:
university.

From left: Shnaider Jean, veterinary medicine; Delcaneji Magloire, agronomy; Alensky Occeas and Owens Mityl, business administration.

Four more Matènwa graduates have begun their studies at University
of Fondwa, joining nine others there. With three nursing students at
Wesleyan University, we now have a total of 16 Matènwa graduates
gaining skills to better serve their communities.

M E E T  T H E M  I N S I D E  →

16
Matènwa graduates now pursuing
degrees at University of Fondwa
and Wesleyan University, thanks to
our scholarship donors.

A L S O  I N S I D E 3 One of Haitiʼs top teachers teaches at Matènwa. 5 From school gardens to breakfast bowls.



Tamika with one of the two newborns she helped deliver one evening
during her hospital nursing internship.

I

M A T È N W A  G R A D U A T E S

Two babies.
One
unforgettable
night.

n one night, Tamika Nonnonme helped two
women give birth—a baby girl and a boy—
under the supervision of the hospital’s medical

staff. For this Matènwa graduate, who is
completing her final nursing internship in a
hospital in Southern Haiti, it was her first time
assisting births. “It makes me feel so proud and
happy. It was an unforgettable night for me,” she
said.

After her internship and final examination, Tamika
plans to complete a year of service at the Wesleyan
Hospital on Lagonav, where she studied. Her goal:
to care for children and adults in her community
who cannot afford to go to the hospital.

“It was an unforgettable night
for me.”
TA M I K A  N O N N O N M E

The 13 Matènwa graduates studying at University of Fondwa. Three others
are studying nursing at Wesleyan University on Lagonav.

1 6  A N D  C O U N T I N G

And four more graduates
are just beginning.
Shnaider, Delcaneji, Alensky, and Owens have started
at the University of Fondwa, studying veterinary
medicine, agronomy, and business administration.
They join 12 other Matènwa graduates pursuing
university degrees.

Your support helps these young people keep going,
through years of classes, exams, and practical
training. And now, for Tamika, that learning is
becoming care for others.

F R I E N D S  O F  M A T È N W A  ·  2 0 2 6 2



T E A C H E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

Louiseda Sumé
W E S T  D E P A R T M E N T

Louiseda Sumé with her fourth graders earlier this year.

T E A C H E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

One of Haiti’s top teachers teaches
right here in Matènwa.
M atènwa’s own Louiseda Sumé

was named Teacher of the
Year for the West

Department in Haiti, which includes
Port-au-Prince. She was one of ten
national finalists from 10
departments, chosen from more
than 2,000 nominees.

What makes us especially proud?
Before Louiseda taught third and
fourth grade here, she was one of our
students.

She knows what it means to learn in
Haitian Creole, have teachers who
listen, and to be treated with
respect.

“It is a pleasure for me to give back
what I received from my school. My
teachers taught me with lots of love,
and so I teach the children with lots
of love too. I tell them that one day
they may take my place, they could
teach my children too.”

Your generosity helps sustain a
school where education comes full
circle. Thank you for being part of
Louiseda’s story—and the stories her
students are just beginning.

Chris Low and Louiseda celebrate her Teacher
of the Year recognition.

T O P

10
national finalist, chosen from more
than 2,000 nominated teachers.

“
My teachers taught me with lots of love,
and so I teach the children with lots of love. ”
L O U I S E D A  S U M É 3



T H E  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  L E A R N I N G

Even the preschoolers
were making books.

36 T EACHER S
THREE SCHOOLS · A THREE-YEAR
PARTNERSHIP BEGINNING IN 2026Visiting teachers observe a Mother Tongue Books session in Matènwaʼs preschool.

T

MIT linguist Michel DeGraff and Chris
Low hold his new book, Our Own
Language (Lang a Nou in Haitian
Creole), which highlights the
transformative impact of Matènwaʼs
Mother Tongue Books.

he visiting teachers couldn’t believe their eyes. Even
preschoolers were confidently offering sentences to create
their own storybooks in Haitian Creole.

Thirty-six teachers from three
schools in Carrefour, Port-au-Prince,
came to train at Matènwa’s Institute
for Learning. It was a week-long
reprieve from their gang-controlled
neighborhoods.

“They were struck by how
the children were actively
participating and how
comfortable they were
speaking.”
V A N A  E D M O N D ,  I N S T I T U T E  L E A D E R

They saw children learning without
the threat of being hit. They spoke
freely with teachers who welcomed
their questions and affection.

Vana wants these practices to travel: teaching in Creole, creating
Mother Tongue Books, and holding morning circles where children
living with violence can talk and feel heard. Your support helps
Matènwa’s educators bring these possibilities to more classrooms.

I N  M E M O R Y  O F

Chris Affleck

Chris shares a picture book with a young friend.

Chris, you were one of Matènwa’s first
supporters. You opened your home for
fundraising events and to Haitian visitors.
After you retired, you helped lay out, edit, and
translate dozens of Mother Tongue Books made
by young students at Fayerweather Street
School. You were also a member of our
Breakfast Club. Thank you for always being
there for us. We miss you.
—  C H R I S  L O W

F R I E N D S  O F  M A T È N W A  ·  2 0 2 6 4



B R E A K F A S T  ·  S C H O O L  G A R D E N S  ·  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O W I N G

A school day starts with their care.

From left to right: Magarette Beissance, Janose Remedore, Anetude Zaza Geffrard, Dieula Nini Florvil, Carole Dorisca, Marithese Saint-Luc.

M agarette Beissance began her catering business in March 2004.
“This enabled me to house, feed, and educate my four children,”
she says. “Now they’re all adults, and one of them teaches

physical education at the school.”

As the number of students grew, Magarette employed more women to
cook. This group of six has a contract with the school to prepare 341
student breakfasts and 20+ for elders in need, every school morning.

Janose shares, “The children feel comfortable with me and they love me. I
am a mother to them and they are my breath.”

Thanks to our breakfast donors, students are starting the day with a
cooked meal—and a local women-owned business is thriving.

Grown by the children
themselves
Each class grew its own vegetables for the
school kitchen. Children learned to
prepare beds and mix soil with manure.
Then came the reward: eating spinach,
cabbage, and peppers they had grown
themselves.

Terracing beyond the
school
By September, nearly 200 people had
trained to build and prepare 60 terraces
across 10 communities. Growers in Bwa
Nwa had already completed 2 harvests.

F R I E N D S  O F  M A T È N W A  ·  2 0 2 6 5

I N  M E M O R Y  O F

Larry Siegel

From left: Larry Siegel, Juliette Low Fleury, Chris Low, and
Kathy Morris.

Larry, every time Matènwa teachers
visited Cambridge, they marveled at your
backyard full of organic vegetables and
fruit trees—so much variety and
abundance. You were living proof that a
family can grow enough to feed itself.
Thank you for sharing your knowledge
with Matènwa staff, in Haiti and at your
home in Royalston, Massachusetts. You
inspired us all, and we learned so much
from you.
—  C H R I S  L O W



O U R  C A M P U S  ·  M A T È N W A ,  L A G O N A V ,  H A I T I

The Matènwa Community
Learning Center, from above.

Held up by educators who believe in every child, families who
believe in their children’s teachers, and friends near and far
who believe in this community.

66 77



C H I L D R E N ʼ S  V O I C E S  ·  A  Y E A R  O F  P O S S I B I L I T Y

Their voices. Their hopes. Their Haiti.

“Long live peace for a different Haiti without violence.ˮ  A studentʼs sign carries the hope behind
the march.

12th grader Elmanika Antoine says, “Peace means
understanding among people in their school, church,
family, and community.ˮ

« Viv lapè pou
Ayiti ! »

Long live peace for Haiti!

On September 21, Matènwa’s
students and staff carried their
call for peace into the
community. For children growing
up as violence forces families
from their homes, those words
carry weight.

At school, they practice what
they marched for: speaking
freely, listening to one another,
and resolving differences without
hitting. Your support helps give
children a place to learn those
lessons—and the confidence to
make their voices heard.

500 A record summer camp!
More than half of this yearʼs 500 campers came from other communities. Summer camp is one more
way we share the Matènwa Way beyond our own community.

500 children. A
summer to discover.
Campers wind bright yarn and
work at knitting looms, turning
simple materials into something
of their own. Former campers
returned to teach a new
generation.

You filled their
backpacks.
You met the campaignʼs 300
backpack goal! Students from
first grade through secondary
school received backpacks and
learning supplies—a tangible
reminder that this community is
behind them.

F R I E N D S  O F  M A T È N W A  ·  2 0 2 6 8



S T A N D I N G  W I T H  H A I T I A N S  I N  S P R I N G F I E L D ,  O H I O

Standing beside a family.
Every step of the way.

Haitian Support Center staff and volunteers support families going through uncertainty, fear, anxiety, food insecurity, and the suicide of a child.

P ierre Damas Bel was 20 years old and one week into his first semester at
Wright State University, studying neuroscience. He dreamed of becoming a
doctor and one day building a hospital in Haiti. At Springfield High School he

was an honor student, a JROTC cadet, and a varsity soccer player.
Pierre came to the United States legally and had applied for asylum. When the
government ended Temporary Protected Status for Haitians in July, ICE put a GPS
ankle monitor on him, which limited his ability to play soccer. Twice, he asked ICE
to remove it, bringing letters of support from his coach and school. Twice, ICE
refused. His college peers taunted him. “I came to this country to pursue my
education,” he wrote on Instagram. “I didn’t come here to commit a crime or hurt
anyone.” He felt deep shame and humiliation. On August 31, Pierre died by suicide
on Interstate 70.
Haitians who came here legally on TPS are being detained, shackled, and deported,
with no chance to settle their affairs.
Viles, Rose, and Pepitho of Springfield’s Haitian Support Center stood with Pierre’s
family through every hard moment, from identifying his body to his burial. FoM
Deputy Director Brian Stevens chairs the center’s board and provides fundraising
support. Sharing our human resources helps the center keep caring for its
neighbors—with food, counseling, and support—day after day.

R E M E M B E R I N G

Pierre Damas Bel
High School Graduation

If you or someone you know is struggling,
call or text 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline).

“ Rose, Pepitho, and I are deeply grateful for the extraordinary solidarity and support from Friends of
Matènwa. You’ve stood with us through the hardest times, strengthened us, and made us better at
what we do.”
V I L E S  D O R S A I N V I L  ·  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ,  H A I T I A N  S U P P O R T  C E N T E R

F R I E N D S  O F  M A T È N W A  ·  2 0 2 6 9
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Built by the Community. Sustained by You.
Every breakfast served. Every book a child wrote in Haitian
Creole. Every graduate who walked into a university classroom.
Our supporters made it possible.
Thanks to you, 341 students start every school day at Matènwa with a
hot breakfast; 500 summer campers enjoyed a meal and art activities
during the month of July; and we helped 16 Matènwa graduates pursue
university degrees. You stood with teachers, families, and neighbors
despite all the bad news coming out about Haiti.

Thank you for believing in the children, families, and educators of
Matènwa. Every gift—regardless of size—helps create opportunities that
last a lifetime. The names on these pages are the community that keeps
this school growing. A N N A  G R I M A L D I  C O L O M E R

Longtime supporter, fundraiser & Visionary Circle
member

“
It has been a most rewarding experience to

partner with the Matènwa Community
Learning Center. It affirms what is possible:
to promote and protect every child’s right to

a meaningful education.

Thank you to our supporters ● Recurring donor ◆ Breakfast Club member

Foundation
Partners
Amalgamated Foundation
Ansara Family Fund
Atlantic-Midwest Province

School Srs. of Notre
Dame

Ayiti Community Trust
Beyond Borders
The Boston Foundation
Cambridge Community

Foundation
Clermont Foundation
The Cowles Charitable

Trust
Eurofins Foundation
Grace & Laurance

Hoagland Fund
Ladies Benevolent Society
McMillian-Stewart Fndn
The Miami Foundation
NTL Philanthropic Trust
Once Here Foundation
Sharon Andrea Lee-Brun

Memorial for BAYO Fund
Trees That Feed
World Vision

Churches
The First Parish Church of

Watertown
First Parish in Lincoln
Kadosh Ministry
Saint Anne's Church

Service League
Second Union Church of

San Juan
St. Cecilia Roman Catholic

Church

Visionary Circle
M U LT I -Y E A R
C O M M I T M E N T
Christine Barnden
Carole Berotte Joseph
Charles Gregory Berrouet
Connie Biewald
James Celestin & Melanie

Collard
Jeffrey Chen
Meryl Cohen
Anna Grimaldi Colomer
Beverly Fisher Crawford
Michel DeGraff & Elena

Geretti
Tim Dutcher
Anne Ellsworth
Carole Enright
Ellen Evett

Susan & Orlando Fiallo
Graceful Life Transitions
Kathy Greeley
Charlie Heath & Zevey

Steinitz
Eleanor Janeway
Lawrence Jules
Krystel Armand Kanzki
Geoff Keith & Erika

Johnston
Tim Kunin & Susan

Guzmich
Vladimir LaBorde
Caitlin Low & Ben Girmann
Teresa Low ◆
Amitava & Sushmita

Mazumdar
David O'Meara ◆
Brendan Reilly
Peter & Barbara Sereda
Larry Siegel & Kathy

Morris
Michael C. Sims
Daniel Tetrault
Letitia Graydon Upton ●
Ricardo Weir
Moana P. Whipple
Leah Williams
Heather Yow ● ◆

Leadership Circle
M U LT I -Y E A R
C O M M I T M E N T
Jeri Bayer
Larry Blum & Judy Smith
Bonnie Chernin
Steven Davis
Mimi Dow
Jean Kedson Frederic
Marie Kennedy & Chris

Tilly
Stephanie Kip ◆
Pepito Laventure
Gard Little & Alice Meade
Bianca Louis ●
Edy Louis
Daniel Lyons & Stanley

Cushing
Mary Jean McGuire
Elaine Morse ●
Victoria Pasquet
Susan Redlich ● ◆
Regine Severe
Samuel Slavin

Sustainers Circle
M U LT I -Y E A R
C O M M I T M E N T
Michele Civil
Emily Dexter

Barbara Englesberg
Lynne Hall ●
Tina & Patrick Jaillet
Virginia Killfoile
Wendy Lewis
Rachel Wyon ◆

FY 2026
Supporters
Rita Abraldes ●
Ingrid Acosta ◆
Chris Affleck ●

Mona Ahmed ●
Alana Alexander
Nael Alexis ◆
Brian Anderson
Rose Marie Anderson
Patricia Appelbaum
Kevin Aravind ◆
Paul Arezina ●
Jane Arsham ◆
Ram & Neela Atluri ◆
Jessie Auger & Naomi

Mulvihill ● ◆
Rich Augustin ●
Susan Avdoian
Chris Bain
Helen Bakeman
Colby Balch
Kate Balk
Alison Ball
Cindy Ballenger
Karl Bandtel
Arnaud & Maria Bastien ●
Susan Bauman
Sarah Bayer
Mimsy Beckwith
Richard Beckwith
Jodi Beder
Serge Bellegarde
Claudia Bello
Jonathan Benedict
LeGrace Benson ●
Martha Bestebreurtje
Belinda Blay
Wendy Blum ◆
Mark Boelhouwer
Marilyn Boenau ●
Brittany Boles ◆
Jessica Boots ◆
Jill Borenstein
Amy Bowen
Tim & Maryrose Boysen ●
Amy Bracken ●
Mary J. Briggs
Amelia F. Brower
Lisa Brown ●
Stephen & Linda Brown
Jacqueline Bunke ◆

Lauren Burchfield ●
Josh Burlinson ●
Delores Burroughs-

Biron ●
Katherine H. Button
Aaron Caldwell
Kelsey Cameron ●
Linda Cannon-Huffman ●
Sophia Cantave ●
Toby Caplin & Dan

Klemmer
Sarah Carleton
Mary Carnie
Cathy Carpino
Susan Carr
Jennifer Carter
Peter Dana Carter
Ilene S. Carver ●
Kathleen Cash ◆
Jacqueline Celestin ◆
Alexandre Cerqueira ◆
Luiz Cerqueira ◆
Latisha Cesar
Leslie Chang
Katiana Charles ◆
Diane Charyk & Charles

Norris
Jill Christians
Laura Chumpitaz
Marie Cieri
Elizabeth Claggett-Borne
Jacquelyn Clymore ◆
Corinthia Cohen ●
Judith Cohen & Mark

Schneider
Leslie Cohen & Dave

Slaney ●
Rachel Cohen ●
Marianne & E. Michael

Collins
Elise Colomer-Cheadle
Francesca & Andrew

Coltrera-Cornell
Gabriella Contardo ●
Kathleen Corbett &

Richard Weiner
Jennifer Costa ●
Siri Craft ◆
Manuela & Terrence

Crowley
Adrienne Curson ●
Hope Curson ●
Rita Curson ●
Ophelia Dahl & Lisa

Frantzis
Jon & Betsy Damian ◆
Valerie Dantus ● ◆
Barbara G. Davis
Susan & William DeAngelis
Sheila Decter ◆

Susan Delone ● ◆
Charan Devereaux
Marie Francoise Deverson

Gonzales ◆
Chuck Dickinson
Kenneth Dimanche
Colleen Doherty ● ◆
Norah & Robert Dooley-

Fairchild
Eleanor Ruth Duckworth ●
Daniel Dugger
Carol Duncan ●
Laura Dupuy
KC Dutcher ●

Susan Dutcher
Nia Easley ●
Jefferson Eaton
Fernando Echavarria &

Jane Loewenson
Jon-Hallvard Eikeland ●
Casey Elliott
Jan & Kim Elsbach
Encore Capital Group

Giving Fund
Schuyler W. Engel
Marcelle Estriplet
Lynn & Chet Evans
Mara Evans ◆
Andrew Falender &

Jacquelyn Lenth
Suzanne Farman ●
Diane Fenton
Jaime Figueroa ◆
Daniel & Nancy Fishman
Juliette Low Fleury
Maryanna Foskett
Susan Franklin
Duncan Freake
Jennifer Friborg ◆
Ann Froines
Todd Fry
Frank Fuller
Keevin Funderburg
Angela Gagliano-Burke ◆
Katherine B. Gakenheimer
Peter Galipault ●
John & Marcela Galli
Cheri L. Geckler
Jeremy Geist ◆
Myriam Germain ◆
Anne Gibbons & Chris

Barrett ●
Nick Gideonse ◆
Carol Giesecke ●
R.A. Gilbert
Cass Gill
Mara Goldberg
Lynne F. Golden ●
Elizabeth Goodrich
Donna Gousse ●

Ann Graham & Arlen
Johnson

Alexa Green
Myrna Greenfield
Joan Ann Grisham ◆
David D. Hammond
Nancy B. Hannigan
Lee Harrison ●
Anne Hastings ◆
Doug Hazen
Diane Hendrix ●
Edward Henley
Kayla Hernandez
Krista Hernandez
Nancy Hibbard ●
Beverly & Mike Higgins
Mary S. Hoag
Cathy Hoffman & Betty

Burkes
William Hoffman
Sarah Cannon Holden
Margaret Holladay ◆
Bart Holthuijsen
John Horvitz ●
Cheryl Huber
Caroline Hudicourt ◆
Charles Hughes ●
Yolette Ibokette
Charlie & Linda Ill
Patrick Isaac ●
Ellen Israel ◆
Joel Springer & Yumi

Izuyama ●
Kurt Jacobson
Liz Jacobson-Carroll ●
Serge Jean
Diana G. Jordan ◆
Craig Kafura ◆
Nathella Kalamaras
Patricia Kantrowitz ◆
Martha Ellen Katz
Brigitte Kavanaugh ●
Hillary Kearney
Lawrence Kennedy ● ◆
Aida Khan & Nergis

Mavalvala
Ruth Kiefson ◆
Douglas Kincade ●
Ed & Lisa Kuh ● ◆
Mary LaClair
Judith Laguerre
Carol Lam & Mark Burnett
Yvon Lamour
Lane Haitian Relief
Ellen Lapowsky
Nancy Latner
Jeanine Launay
Jasper J. Lawson
Judith Lazrus
Syntia Leandre ◆

F R I E N D S  O F  M A T È N W A  ·  2 0 2 6 10



FY 2026
Supporters
continued
Mireille L. Leger ◆
Karen Leighton ●
Nathania Lescouflair ●
John LeVert
Pip Lewis
Robert B. Liberman
Jennifer Lieber ●
Simone Liebman & Matt

Berlin
Beppi & Emelyne

Ligonde ●
Virginia Lovett
Chris Low ● ◆

Jamie Low
Linda Luke ● ◆
Garvey Lundy
Paul Lyons & Mary Ellen

Galante
Seán & Ji Lyons
Dave Mahadevan
Taydon Mandt ●
Philippe-Richard

Marius ● ◆
Jakub Markulis ◆
Louis-Henri Mars ◆
Genevieve Martin
Graciela Martinez
Antoinette Marwitz ◆

Tapas Mazumdar
Anne McAuliffe-

Antaramian ●
Ann G. McCann
Lois McCloskey ●
George McCully ●
Kathleen A.

McGillicuddy ●

John McGrath ●
Shannon McKee ◆
Anna & Kim McMaken-

Marsh
Christian McVey
Peter & Hannah Meadow
Nabia Meghelli ●
Sara Melnick ●
Claudine Michel
Jennifer Miles ●
Ann Mitchell ◆
Brian J. Mooney
Scott Morgan
Myriam Morris
Siobhan Morris
Suzanne Morse-Fortier
Mitch & Cindy Moskowitz
Judy Motzkin
Megan Myers
Timothy Myers
Lourdes Narvaez
Ashley & Said Nazemi
Cynthia Neely ●
Joanna Norris ◆
Giulia Distefano Norton
Raven Ó Cuacach
Lewis O'Connor
Ani Oliver ◆
Deirdre Oringer ●
Joanie E. Parker
Patricia Parker
Karen Paruolo
Paul Messier & Laura Paul
Christelle Paul
Barbara Pearlman
Susanne Peter
Brennan Phelan
Paola Pierre ◆
Tatiana Pierre-Pierre ◆
Patricia Pletke ◆
David Plotkin

Margarita Pont de Arroyo
Mercedes Pont ◆
Barbara Porter
Colleen Powers ●
Donna Pressman
Mark Prior
Jeannie Ramey & Bruce

Biewald ◆
Patricia Raney ●
Pat Rathbone
Anna Reeve ◆

Kathleen Reist
Mary Renda ◆
Johanna Richardson
Michael Robbins ● ◆
Marcel Robin ●
Vanessa Rodriguez
Debra Rolfe
Nicole B. Rosefort
Ruth Rosenfeld
Caroline Roth ◆
Emily Ruddock ●
Peter & Colleen Ryan
Hilary Sallick
Barbara Sampson & Chris

Hamilton
Joanna Sampson
Shirley Sampson
Ellen Sarkisian
Lindsay Sauvage
Marietta M Sbraccia ◆
Kayla Schirf
Aaron Schubert
Wendy Schwartz ●
Patricia Seidler ◆
Kenia Selamy ● ◆
Frances Serralles de

Suarez
Rebecca Severe
Sara Sezun
Kathleen A. Shannon ● ◆

Katharine Shapleigh
Jennifer A. Sharp
Anne Shumway ●
Eric Simms ●
Wendy Singh
Venia Sipalay
Frank & Pam Smith
Judy Somberg
Leah Spano ●
Nicole St Victor
Susan Stec
Janet Stern
Scott Stern & Catherine

Fazio
Brian Stevens ● ◆
Gregory Stevens ◆
Jill Stevens ◆
John J Stevens ◆
Kathleen K Stevens ◆
Stacey Stevens ◆
Kris Stoesz
Nayda & Alfredo Luis

Suárez
Jeremy Sugerman
Kathleen Sullivan ●
Sandy Sum
Todd Summers
Bruno Surpris ●
Halima & Abraham

Sussman
Dave & Judy

Sweeterman ◆
Laura Sylvan ●
Synapse Energy

Economics, Inc. ●
Nicholas Tan
Elizabeth & Isabel Tappan-

deFrees ●
Martha C. Taub
Gary & Susan Taylor
Kelsey Thompson

Tamara Thompson
Mette Tommerup ●
Ashley Torres
Susan Twombly
Amanda Van Rhyn
Brian Vandenbroucke ◆
Erlande Vanqui-Williams
Maria Gabriela Velasquez
Martha J. Velie-Gass
Jim Donald Verhulst ● ◆
Bob & Marcia Vermaire
Jørgen Vestrheim ● ◆
Julie Viens ●
Donna Wainwright
Calvin Walker ●
Kathleen Walker
Regina Walther
Renate Wasserman
Daniel Weichsel
James Weidman
Henry S. Weinberger
Judy & Doug Weinstock
Eric Weiss ●
Daniel Wells ● ◆
Jessica Wenning
Marco Werman
Gate West ● ◆
Westford Academy-Hands

2 Haiti
Jerry Wheelock &

Elizabeth Wood ◆
Anna Whitcomb ●
Kelley Jean White ◆
Dorla White-Simpson
Douglas Whiting
Emily Whiting
Harriet Whiting
Jeffrey Wickham & Carol

Kuempel
Jennifer Wickham & Philip

Decter ●

Scott Wilder
Richard & Dorothy Willey
Aaron Williams
Astrid Williams ●
Margarita M Wilson ◆
Rebecca Wish
Sara Wolf ●
Joseph Woods ●
Laura Woods
Sheli Wortis
Doris Wright
Veda Wright ◆
Mary Jane Wuensch
Barbara Wybar
Stephanie Yesner
Jeff Yost
William Zachs
Catherine Zusy & Sam

Kendall

We make every effort to list names accurately. If your name is missing or misspelled, please contact brian@matenwa.org or 305 4502561.

Leave a gift that keeps growing.
Many of our supporters choose to remember Matènwa with a gift
in their will. It costs nothing today, and it helps children learn in
their own language for generations to come. If you have already
included us, please tell us so we can thank you.

A simple sentence is all it takes:

“I give [amount or percentage of my estate] to Friends of
Matènwa, EIN 27-2898086.”

To learn more, contact Chris Low at chris@matenwa.org or
617 5438844.

Independently
rated
for accountability and
transparency

Four-Star Rating
Charity Navigator

Top-Ranked
Organization
GlobalGiving

Platinum
Transparency
Candid
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Your gifts, carefully stewarded.

81¢
of every dollar we spent in FY 2026 went directly to
programs for children, teachers, and families in
Matènwa.

Program services % $
Management & administration % $
Fundraising % $

F Y      F Y     

R E V E N U E
Grants & contributions $ $
Investment income $ $
Other $ $
Total revenue $ $
E X P E N S E S
Program services $ $
Management & administration $ $
Fundraising $ $
Total expenses $ $
T O TA L  A S S E T S
Beginning of year $ $
End of fiscal year $ $

Friends of Matènwa is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, EIN 272898086. Gifts are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Our Form 990
and audited financial statements are available at matenwa.org/about/financials.

11



H E L P  K E E P  T H I S  G R O W I N G

Help a child discover what’s possible.

Chris shares breakfast with students at Matènwa. Will you too? For just $30 a month, you can provide a child breakfast.

Dear Friends,
This summer I turned 65. How did 30 years go by so fast? Our one-room schoolhouse
has grown, one classroom, garden, and partnership at a time, into a nationally known
model school where 341 children learn in their own language. Thank you for making it
possible.
Now I’m thinking about the next 30 years. Louiseda Sumé, Teacher of the Year for Haiti’s
West Department, was once our student. Matènwa is already in the hands of the people
it raised.

Will you help Matènwa thrive for generations?

I’m so grateful we get to keep building this community together.

With hope and love,

Chris Low
C O - F O U N D E R  &  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Give monthly so teachers can plan each year with confidence.•
Give to our endowment, invested to support the school every year.•
Include Matènwa in your estate plans to help children learn for years to come—and if
you already have, please tell me so I can thank you.

•

G I V E  O N L I N E

matenwa.org
Click Donate to give once or
monthly—by card, PayPal,
Apple Pay, or Venmo.

M
A

T
È

N

W A  ◆  3 0  Y E A
R

S
 ◆

 C
E

LEBRATING 202
7

 ◆

30
years

Weʼre planning a celebration for
Matènwaʼs 30th year in 2027. Check

your inbox for a

SAVE THE DATE
email, coming soon!

D E T A C H  A N D  R E T U R N  I N  T H E  E N C L O S E D  E N V E L O P E

Yes! I want to help children learn and thrive.
$60 $100 $500 $1,000 $5,000 Other $
One-time Monthly Quarterly

N A M E

A D D R E S S C I T Y  /  S TAT E

P H O N E E M A I L Z I P

Make checks payable to Friends of Matènwa.
Please return this form in the enclosed envelope.
Friends of Matènwa · 91 Aberdeen Avenue · Cambridge, MA 02138
617 5438844

Skip the stamp—give online in 2 minutes:
matenwa.org → DONATE


